Items of Interest Related to the Ship ‘Skelton’
	Reference Source – Tasmanian Immigrant Ships List
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	Landed in Hobart Town as per List of Passengers, Skelton

	· Major McLeod, Mrs McLeod & children – Catharine, Isabella, John, Hugh, Donald
	· Mr Thomas Roadnight (deceased on voyage)

	· Mr David Jamieson and Mrs Jamieson & children – David & Margaret
	· W. Roadnight, jun.

	· Miss Jane Miller
	· Herriot Roadnight & children William, Thomas, Henry & Herriot

	· Mary Ann Cundell
	· Mr T Roadnight jnr.

	· Mr James Neil & Mrs Ann Neil &children – James, Robert & Ann
	· Mr William Wilson & Mrs Margaret Wilson

	· Doctor Cameron, Lady & children – Elizabeth, Donald, Robert, John & Margaret
	· Mr Colin Campbell

	· Captain Cummings
	· Mr Donald Campbell

	· Mr Samuel Haywood
	· Mr Donald McDonald

	· Mrs C Haywood
	· Pamela Blake

	· *Roderick and Ann McDonald & children – Allan, Hugh, Hector, Euphemia, Marion
Janet, Mary, Catharine, Anne & Margaret
	· Mr John Headlam & Mrs Ann Headlam & children – Mary, Ellen, William, John, Charles & Fanny

	· Samuel Haywood
	· Mr Andrew Birrell

	· Mr William Speed & Miss Speed
	· Mr Alexander Waddell

	· Mr Frederick Langloh and Mrs Langloh
	· Mr Allan McLean

	· Mr James Parker
	· *Flora McLean

	· Mr George Brooks
	· Mr John Sanderson

	· Mr David Jamieson and Mrs Jamieson & children – David & Margaret
	· Mr James Haig

	· John Claytown
	· Mr James Anderson

	· Thomas Hodgton
	· Mr Thomas. Scott

	· *Jenny Anderson
	· James Neill

	*Servants to Major McLeod



Reference Sources – Richard Weatherill, The Ancient port of Whitby and its Shipping, Bents Almanac and Hobart Town Gazette.
The ship ‘Skelton’ was built in Whitby, Yorkshire in 1812, owners were James Sons & jr and Will Dixon.
Owners in 1825 are listed as Will and James Dixon of Skelton, North Yorkshire and Mich. Trowsdale of Northallerton, North Yorkshire.
The Skelton was a 3-masted, single deck barque of 260 tons and 15 ft draft; its hull was covered and fastened with copper.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It made 2 voyages to Van Diemen’s Land, arriving on 27th November, 1820, 24th December 1822.
On July 30th 1828 under Captain Percy, whilst on a voyage from Trinidad to London, the Skelton struck an underwater rock 10 nautical miles East of Anguilla Island in the Caribbean and foundered. All aboard were rescued.

Note – James Dixon’s ship ‘Skelton’ is sometimes mistaken for the ‘Skelton Castle’ - this was another ship built by Wells in 1800 as a 3 deckker of 583 tons, it departed Portsmouth and disappeared in 1806 (British Library Records). ‘Skelton Castle ‘was also the name of James Dixon’s home in the village of Skelton in North Yorkshire. Dixon painted both his home and ship.
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	                                    James Dixon








	Painting - Skelton Castle farm/residence of Capt. James Dixon in Tasmania
	Painting - Skelton in Trinidad or Tenerife
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	Reference Source – Michael Nix, A Study of Cargoes from Scotland to Australia, 1820 –1824
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	Reports in Hobart Town Gazette of Arrivals of the Skelton in Hobart Town in 1820, 1822 and 1823.
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	Extract from the Hobart Town Gazette of Saturday 28 December 1822, the second voyage of the Skelton to Van Diemen’s Land.
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	Extract from the Hobart Town Gazette of Saturday 14 June 1823, the last voyage of the Skelton to Van Diemen’s Land.
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exempted from this constraint by Act of Parliament, effective from July 1819.%
Faced with heavy competition in the European and North American markets, the
timing of the new legislation was opportune: it certainly attracted the attention of
Dixon and Co. of Whitby, the owners of the 260 ton ship Skelion which arrived
in Leith from Riga at the end of the year. Her master, James Dixon Junior, who
was already experienced in the British North American emigrant trade, wrote that
shortages in shipping to Australia ‘naturally suggested to the owners of vessels,
the idea of fitting them out as transports for the conveyance of such persons as
were desirous to emigrate to new settlements’ >

Since no ladened vessel had sailed direct from Scotland, there was considerable
interest in the venture in Leith. John Broadfoot, a future Australia agent, described
it as ‘an experiment’, but the voyage proved to be a success: 89 passengers joined
the vessel in Leith and Portsmouth; the cargo was sold in the colonies; and a return
cargo of wool and timber procured, along with a dozen passengers. Broadfoot, an
exporter of goods on the Skelfon, was well placed to observe first hand Dixon’s
achievement prior to departure and no sooner had Dixon sailed than he advertised
the 415 ton ship Westmorland, bound for Hobart and Sydney.
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Reference Source - Wikipedia list of sinkings for 1828
30 August [edit

Ship Country
Skelton & United Kingdom The ship struck a rock and foundered 10 nautical miles (19 km) off Antigua Her crew were rescued. She was on  voyage from Trinidad to London (181
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Extract from the Hobart Town Gazette of 3 December 1820 showing the
arrival of Willaim and Masgaret Wilson on the barque *Skelton”.
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HOBART TOWN.

T r——
Si(!ingl\hg‘is(ral Rev. R. Knopwood, M.A,
tram—

QIIIP NEWS.—On Monday
X, last arrived from. I pelanid, the
ship: Caroline, Caplain Taylor,
e with avaluable eargo ol mer-
andize.—This ve'ssel Feft Plymouth the 11th
August, and touched at no port an’ her pas-
ages—Passengers, Fdward  Lord, Esq. of
his Settlement, the owner, Miss Caroline Lovd,
Mre.and Mrs, Simpson, Meand Mrs. Margett
Mr. Talbot, Mre. Williamson, Mr. Cartwright,
Mr. Eldridge, I\h Risely, Miss Stagy, Miss
Saunderson, and Master and Miss Piper,

The same day arvived the ship Skelton,
Captain Dixon, from Leith, and from Ports-i
Ymouth the 7th July, with merchandize and
numeraus passengers, having tou 1t the
Cape of  Good Hope.—Passengers, Mujor
Macleod, Lady, aud familv. Miss Jane Miller,
David Samieson. Usq. Lady, and famly. v,
James Neil 1m| family, Doctor Cameron, Lady,
| and family, Mr. C. Wavwood and family, T,
| a'ul Miss Speed, Mr. Fredegiek Langlow and
amily, Mr. James Parker. Mr. Geo. Brooks,
Ir. L'lnmnmgs’. Mr.and Mrs. W. Wilson, \ir.
Thomas Roadknight and fuwly, ¥r. Colin
i Campbell, My, l)onml C.unp!nll, My, John
Hleadlam and family, Mr. Andrew Birell, My
Aldxander Waddell, \fr John Sanderson, My,
| Jomes Haig, Mr. fames Andersen, My, Thos.
Reolt, and Mr. Robert Anderson
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HOBART TOWN.

Mogistrate for nest Week—Rev. R. Knopuwood, M.A.

Snip News.—Arrived on Tuesday
from Scotland, lastly from England,
the thip Skelton, Captain jameu
Dixon, with merchandize, and 44

paflengers, one (Mr. W, Murray) having died on

the paffage. The Skelton left Portfmouth feveral
weeks before the Admiral Cockburn, which ar-
yived here laft month. On her paflage, the put in
at Rio de Janeiro, from whence fhe brings between
3 and 400 baskets of tobacco, configned to this

place,
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The follow a list of the passengers whoarrived
per ! kelton :—Lieut. James Reid and Lady, Lieut,
Wm. Gunn, Mr. Strachan and family, Rev. A, M‘Ar-
thur, Mr. R. M‘Krustry, Mr. L. Dickson, Mr. D.
Maziere, Mrs. Lirra, Mr. H. Cuundell, Miss N. Cun-
dell, Mr.'I'. Watson, Mr. and Mys. Pearson, Mr. A.
Dickson, Mr, R. Campbell. Mr. G. Scott, Mr. R,
Doctor, Mr. J. Dickson and family, Mr. T M'Clean,
Mr. D. Skitvin, Mr. J<Rac and family, Mr, G. Dobe
sou and family, Mr, B, Yares, Miss Yotes, Mr. R
Knotman, Mr. G. Brown, M1, Rose, DMr. A, Dow-

‘ney, and Mr. T, Kuox.
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HOBART-TOWN.

ing Magistrate—Thomas Bell, Esg.

Swr News.—Arrived oo

Sunday laft from Port Jack-

{8, che fhip Skelton, Capt,

Dixon.—Paffengers, Mr.

Charles Frazer, Colonial Botnift; Mr.

George Meredith, Mr, James Cobb, and

Mr. James Hobbs.—The Skelton brings a

few horles.

- Remain in the harbour and river,

Majefty’s colonial brigs Duke of York a

Prince Leopold ; and fchooner Waterloo ;

the Ruffian Difcovery fhipa Creuzer and|

Skelton & Andromeda ;

i n, & Thalia.
e ——
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Skelton (1820)

The ship Skelton left Portsmouth 7 Jul 1820 arriving in the Derwent 27 Nov 1820. On board were 80 settlers.

Sources:
Information courtesy of Douglas Burbury and Robert Scott.

Nicholson, Tan Hawkins, Shipping Arrivals and Departures, Tasmania, 1803-1833, Roebuck, 1983, p63.

Newspaper report Hobart Town Gazette & Southem Reporter, Saturday 02 Dec 1820, p2.

Also See:

NARRATIVE of A VOYAGE to NEW SOUTH WALES and VAN DIEMENS LAND The Ship Skelton During the year 1820 by James Dixon, Commander of the Skelton

Passengers
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Leith’s Australian ‘experiment”

The Australian land mass was within the trading limits of the East India Company,
but subject to the minimum 350 ton restriction. In Britain interest in developing
antipodean trade increased when it became clear that the colonies would be





