                                     THE  CAVELL  CONNECTION

Agnes Wilson was the 11th and last child of John Bowman Wilson and Agnes Eliza Wilson.  She was born on their farm at Tuerong in 1873.  Agnes married Alfred William Cavell at Tuerong in 1896 and moved into a house he built for her at Snapper Point (Mornington).  They had 3 children but only one survived  infancy,  Eileen Agnes Cavell, the mother of Jenny Gould.

Alfred William Cavell was the son of Francis Theodore Cavell and Frances  Jane Donne.  Frances Jane Donne (occupation-servant) arrived in Melbourne from Dublin on the “Maitland” in Jan 1850 and was assigned to a Mr Soloman..  We do not know whether he “managed” the servants or she worked for him.  She was indentured for 3 years to pay back her passage and had a wage of 16 pound per year.  Nothing has yet been found of Francis Theodore’s arrival in Australia.  As Victoria was not declared a separate colony from N.S.W. until 1850, record keeping may not have been reliable.

Francis Theodore and Frances Jane were married in 1853 at Kananook Westernport (as Frankston was then called), according to the rites of the Church of England (St Andrews Brighton).  He gave his occupation as servant.  Were they servants at a local house or hotel?  The two witnesses to the marriage were James Davey and Rebecca Christie.  Was this the James Davey who took up a 640 acre pastoral lease in about 1846 that included the bay named after him (Davey’s Bay) and Olivers Hill?  He completed a homestead at Davey’s Bay in 1851 and was still living there in 1853 with his wife and at least 5 children.  Did Francis and his wife work for this James Davey?  Many questions, few answers. Perhaps his signature on the marriage certificate could be matched with others?

We know that Frances Jane Donne’s father William Donne was a silk weaver in Dublin, Ireland.  Francis Theodore’s father George Cavell (Gentleman) came from Suffolk where his parents Corry and Margaret Cavell (nee Strutt) farmed at Theberton and Bawdsey in Suffolk.  George and his brothers continued the family traditions of farming, medicine, the law and as Ministers of Religion.  His brother John Cavell had a law stationary business at the Inns of Court in London and his son Frederick (Minister of St Mary’s Swardeston) was the father of Nurse Edith Cavell.

Francis Theodore worked as the Bailiff at the Courthouse in Main Rd Snapper Point.  They had 9 children all born at Snapper Point.  They were Elizabeth Jane, Catherine Mary, George Henry, Francis Edward (Frank), Annabella Rosa, Frances (Fanny), Alfred William (William), Albert Corry (Corry), and Edith Mary.

Like Alfred William Cavell his sister, Annabella Rosa, also married into the John Bowman Wilson family.  She married John’s son Edwin Wilson.

Alfred William’s wife Agnes suffered from epilepsy for most of her married life.  It began after the death of her two infant children.  Life could not have been easy for her and her husband who worked as a cabinet maker/carpenter.  John Bowman Wilson’s daughter Ellen Wilson and her daughter Amy helped the young mother care for her third child Eileen Agnes Cavell.  Agnes died in 1930 and her husband in 1939.  Unfortunately mental illness in those times was often kept secret and Agnes’ epilepsy was not divulged until after her daughter Eileen’s death in 1966. 

It appears that the Cavell surname in this branch of the family,  may have died out with the marriage of Eileen Cavell.

Another member of the Cavell family left Bawdsey, Suffolk for Melbourne.  Edward Charles Cavell the son of George Cavell’s youngest brother Edward, migrated to Australia in 1881 (occupation given in 1881 English Census as “retired farmer”,age 28!).  They arrived with 3 children and had another 4 in Melbourne one of whom, Sergeant Leslie Charles Cavell was killed in action on the 9 of April 1917, 2nd Field Artillery Brigade.  Buried at Queant Rd Cemetery (Plot 4, Row H,Grave No 10), Buissy, France.  Age 24.

